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‘The Garden City Movement..Highfield's openspace asan escape from the grime of 3

leafy suburbia”;these were both phrases  anindustrial port. #
weasa group of undergraduate Hiswaork featured in an exhibition by the ;
historians had heard before. Yettheir Ministry of Healthin Port Said, Egyptin

connection to Herbert Collins was 1944 for the returning soldiers. The

something of amystery. Thisproject has  Ethelbert Avenue estate inthe north of

soughtto discoverwhohewasandwhy  the cityremainsanexampleofsucha Whowas he?
his properties remaina key pieceofour  housing scheme. Ber in L oadondn
city's history.

Throughout his lifetime hedesigned over 1885 Herbert Collins,
Herbert Collins wasanarchitect who 1500 homeswith hisbrothers William and  ETN s = gt g Wts sl
began his career inSouthamptonduring  Ralphcreating iconic properties became involvedin
the early1g2cs. His housing projects were recognisable by theirwidefront doors, architecture.
influenced by bothworld wars duetoa large windows and nec-Georgian design
rapidgrowthinthe nation's population.  setinpicturesque greenspaces. The
The constant needforaffordable homes  ethos of anarchitect keenon providing
alongside Collins'interestinthe concept  peaceful coexistance hasseenthese

of agardencity-prevalentatthattime-  houses remain practically unchanged
saw him create properties that met the since their initial beginnings over ninety
demandsof a populace andofferedgreen  years ago.

Working initially for
his father hesoon
qualifiedfirst asa
builderandthenan
architect developing
his iconic estates in
Southampton's
interwar period.
Influenced by friend
( '}L“. l} e I, . # . andfellowarchitect
o WE5Caren ! Ebenezer Howard
This projectwas undertaken byagroup ofsix and the Garden City
0 Movement, Collins’
waork is distinctive for

edthrough the ci \ - itsincorporation of
history accounts and collated all availabls greeneryandopen
information surrounding the aptly labelled el e space-a lasting
“enigmatic” Herbert Collins. This p 5 derstandths legacy to hisworkin
Southampton. He
historical record. diedinigys, aged 9.



The Garden City Movement: The importance

of oral histor,

Collins’legacy today

Whilst the Garden City Movement never enter -agreat achievement intoday's
launched inSouthampton, the financial climate!
conce ptual ideas behind it thrive in It is true that the residents of such homes

Collins’ houses today. have grownvery attached to them, some ERang ceTn et .
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andspaciousrooms typical of theinterior  theheritage of thesite, 51-’TI'JL”5!:3”"55
of aCollins' house, the design connects works ofthe Collins family.

seamiessiy withtheir surrounding
landscape. The typical view outsideofa
Collins” home :=;::":::f wide boulevard
pavements, green openspacesand open
plan garaens- alldesigned to promote
ratureand create aharmonious location
for the inhabitants.

“There is something about Collins’
architecture that once you've lived
with it yousort of stay withit”

.
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Herbert Collins’ legacy today may not be
These features account fortheir widely listed inthe history books, or
'“pa I'1r|r Despite the restrictionsof architectural jpurnals, but is thriving inthe
heritage including the limitations on very foundations of the houses he built.
installing doubleglazingand the strict ['he prige held by residents suggest that
..|'-|r':||'*|r'-,-::FJ:::r andwindowframe Herbert Collins suceegedin I IS alms,
colours. the

= housesare renowned for creating beal r.ﬂi:'ux.:l sUDUrDSInaur
ﬂ'_-,-il'-é',::ff the market as soonasthey City.




